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Legal Defense Fund Campaign  
Donate Now at www.homtv.net  

National Recognition 
HOMTV recently received three first 
place national awards from the 

Alliance for Community Media 2009 
Hometown Video Festival . The 

festival honors local community 
media and cable programs that are 

distributed on Public, Educational, and 
Governmental (PEG) access cable television 
channels.  
 
“Senior Living” (Seniors, Non-Professional) 
produced by Brandie Hansen (07) , “DTV 
Transition” (Public Service Announcement, 
Non-Professional) produced by Anthony 
Grinblat (08) , and “You’re My Dog” (Music 
Video, Professional) produced by Brian 
Dumont   all took HOM top honors in their 
respective categories. Congratulations to all of 
the staff and interns that continue to make 
HOMTV such a success!  

Good Luck Shanna! 
Shanna Crummel (03) enrolled in classes at 
Lansing Community College to study 
massage therapy and will be leaving HOMTV 
in August. Shanna started at HOMTV as a 
production intern in 2003. She was named 
HOMTV’s Most Talented and Reliable 
Freelancer and has helped Meridian 

Magazine win many awards while producing and directing 
the show. In 2008, she became a part-time HOMTV 
employee. Her efforts included producing Open Line and 
On The Agenda , maintaining surplus equipment and much 
more. Her contributions to HOMTV have been enormous 
and she will be greatly missed!  

Reunited in Novi 
On May 16 at the Lucky Strike 
Lounge in Novi, a group of alumni 
joined together to reminisce about 
their time spent at HOMTV. Matt 
Schuster (94) was in attendance 
and said,  "It was great catching up with people that I 
have not seen for years. Everyone had a great time, 
good food, and good conversation. I'm looking forward 
to the next one."  

The newest addition to 
HOMTV’s line-up is Office 
Morning Chatter featuring 
S t a t i o n  M a n a g e r 
Deborah Guthrie and 
Sen io r  P roduc t i on 
Manager Brian Dumont . Office Morning Chatter 
is a live talk show that places emphasis on family, 
work life, community news and current events. 
Brian and Deb talk about almost anything and 
everything. Viewer involvement is encouraged 
through the Office Morning Chatter Fan Group 
Shout Box on Facebook and live updates on the 
HOMTV Twitter page (www.twitter.com/homtv). 
Catch Brian and Deb live Monday through Friday 
at 9:30 a.m. on Ch. 21 or stream the show online 
at www.homtv.net!  

Office Morning Chatter Spotlight  

Extreme Makeover: HOM Edition 
D’Destin Kauffman (07) , co-host of Meridian Magazine and 
On The Agenda , spent over 100 
hours refurbishing an old news desk, 
giving the set of Meridian Magazine a 
new look. D’Destin summed up the 
project by saying, “HOMTV needed a 
news desk that portrayed the level of 
professionalism put forth by all of the 
staff, and the flat black paint was not 
accomplishing that. So, with Deborah’s 
help, colors were chosen, and a re-
designed desk emerged. It was a 
tremendous undertaking, but the result is a reflection of 
where HOMTV is and where it's going." More pictures of the 
project can be seen on the HOMTV Alumni Facebook page. 
Thank you D’Destin for all of your hard work!  
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After finishing school, Mia 
Bain (05) lived in Italy for 
three years. At the end of October she 
moved to NYC to work as a news producer 
at RAI Corporation Italian Television. She 
says, “I love it because I have the 
opportunity to combine my two passions: 
Italian and journalism!”  
 
Kari Barr (01)  is working for NRC 
Broadcasting in Breckenridge, Colorado. 
She recently received an award from the 
Colorado Broadcasters Association for Best 
Midday Show in a small market radio. 
Congratulations Kari! 
 
Brendan Knapp (04) took a job at the 
station KRON in San Francisco this past 
spring. “They’re looking for someone to 
come in with crazy ideas and shake things 
up. It’s a perfect fit for me,” Brendan said of 
his new job. Good luck!  
 
Jeff Ceresnie (07) resides in Tucson, 
Arizona and has been volunteering at 
Tucson 12 and filming local and popular 
artists. He is getting married in May of 
2010! 
 
Janette Bourdon (04) moved to Hong 
Kong this summer to learn Chinese and 
has been enjoying all of her experiences 
abroad. She also will be teaching English to 
an elementary class this fall.  
 
Erich Freiny (05) is working for the  Detroit 
Red Wings as a Season Ticket Account 
Executive. He recently got married this past 
July. Congratulations Erich!  
 
Matt Shuster (94) is the channel manager 
at MetroTV, located in Louisville, KY. 
MetroTV was recently named best 
government access channel in the country 
for Overall Excellence in Programming in 
the $200,001-$499,999 budget category by 
the Alliance for Community media. MetroTV 
is also a finalist in two categories for the 
NATOA Government Programming 
Awards.   
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Leah Beno (02) has been keeping very busy in 
the journalism broadcast world. “Had it not been 
for HOMTV and my internship at Fox 2, I would 
have never landed my first job out of college. I 
remember being the only person from my 
graduating broadcast class who walked across the 
stage with a contract already signed and a job 
waiting for me. For that, I will be forever grateful,” 
Beno said. 

 
Upon graduating from Michigan State University, she worked as a reporter 
and anchor for 9 and 10 News, a CBS affiliate in Cadillac. After two years, 
she moved to Fox 8 in High Point, North Carolina and worked as a reporter. 
Beno has received high accolades for her stories, including multiple 
Associated Press Awards and Michigan Association of Broadcaster Awards. 
  
In February 2009, Beno added another position to her impressive resume 
when she joined the news team at KMSP, a Fox affiliate in Minneapolis. 
Beno is happy to be back in the Midwest and part of a thriving city. “After 
‘paying my dues’ in small towns for the past five years, I feel fortunate to 
have landed in a top 15 market,” she said.  
 
We are very proud of all of our alumni that have taken what they have 
learned at HOMTV and applied it to a successful career in the business. 
Keep up the hard work, Leah!  

If you have contact information for any of the follo wing alumni, please contact 
Kristi at 517-349-1232 or email schaeding@meridian.mi. us so we can update 
our records!  

It’s A Beautiful Day for Football  
... and Reunions!  

 
Save the date!  On October 17th , HOMTV will be 

hosting its annual Alumni Reunion.  Come back to East Lansing to 
cheer the Spartans to victory in their homecoming football game 
against Northwestern.  After the game, the group will continue the 
celebration at the Spartan Hall of Fame Café. Come and catch up 
with Deb, Brian and all of your old intern friends!  We can’t wait to 
see you! 

We Miss You, Come Back HOM!  

Stephanie Andich (85) 
Rod Baker (96) 
Jennifer Bickley (91) 
Lindsay Birkett (95) 
Jennifer Cook (93) 
Scott Craft (90) 
Janet Deschenes (84) 
John DesRivieres (02) 

Lena Efstathiou (90) 
Cecelia Fung (01) 
Tovonia Gosset (86) 
Gina Inzunza (99) 
Michael Karpus (99) 
Ken Karsten (99) 
John Kehn (91) 
Brian Lane (00) 

Gregory Larson (96) 
Cathy Matthews (90) 
Richard Matthieu (99)  
Justin McReynolds (93) 
Sandra Oosterbaan (91) 
Peter Ormon (86) 
Richard Schell (92) 
Gina Suttle (99) 


